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X-Sieve: cmu-sieve 2.0 O a Sa 
X-Sender: sunder@mailserver.nist.gov 
X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Pro Version 4.2.0.58 
Date: Wed, 07 Aug 2002 23:51:48 -0400 
To: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov>, 
"Shyam-Sunder, Sivaraj" <sivaraj.shyam-sunder@nist.gov>, 
<sshyam-sunder@nist.gov>, 
"Cauffman, Stephen A." <stephen.cauffman@nist.gov>, <cauffman@nist.gov> 
From: "S. Shyam Sunder" <sunder@nist.gov> 
Subject: Re: FOIA Request re WTC 7 
Ce: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov, michael Rubin <mrubin@nist.gov> 


Sharon: Steve is away until Thursday next week. I am on travel and will be back Friday -- I have to 
present the NIST Colloquium and finalize the plan. Would a Monday meeting work for you? Shyam 


At 04:26 PM 08/07/2002 -0400, Sharon Bisco wrote: 
Shyam and Steve, We have started going through the material which you sent over in response to the 
FOIA request for documents on Bldg 7. Some of it is non-responsive in that it goes beyond the date of 
the request; e.g. documents are dated May. For some of the documents we need to determine if the 
document is really responsive to the request. In other cases, we can't tell what we have. 


Please let me know who you would like me to work with on this. I know that your research people are 
very busy, however, in some cases we may need to go directly to the source (originator) of the 
document. I am sure that there will be cases were some info will need to be redacted. 


Thanks much, Sharon. 


Dr. S. Shyam Sunder 

Chief, Structures Division 

Building and Fire Research Laboratory 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 

100 Bureau Drive Stop 8610 (Building 226, Room B164) 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8610 

Tel.: 301-975-6061/6713 

Fax.: 301-869-6275 


Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 8/8/2002 
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x-Sender: bisco@mailserver3.nist.gov te we _ 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 -_ — seid 

Date: Tue, 18 Jun 2002 14:11:29 -0400 by Ket bteae. (Baty 
To: Phyllis. boyd@nist.gov to 4, a 

From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> WAM ends “TO Kh nieing 
Subject: Fwd: REMINDER: WTC 7 FOIA Request is rts dag, diadn. 4 apne 


Phyllis, Please print for the file. Thanks, Sharon. 


X-Sender: cauffman@mailserver.nist.gov 
X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 4.3.2 
Date: Mon, 17 Jun 2002 16:22:09 -0400 
To: fahim.sadek@nist.gov, frank.gayle@nist.gov, jason.averill@nist.gov, - 
richard.gann@nist.gov, jgross@nist.gov, esimiu@nist.gov, 
kathy.notarianni@nist.gov, james.lawson@nist.gov, rbukowski@nist.gov, 
hsl@nist.gov, ncarino@nist.gov, kreed@nist.gov, sunder@nist.gov 
From: "Stephen A. Cauffman" <cauffman@nist.gov> ; 
Subject: REMINDER: WTC 7 FOIA Request ‘ , a" 
Cc: snell@nist.gov, wgrosshandler@nist.gov, cauffman@nist.gov, 
edward. garboczi@nist.gov, richard.fields@nist.gov, william.walton@nist.gov, 
trehm@nist.gov, wpitts@nist.gov, kuldeep.prasad@nist.gov, Iphan@nist.gov, 
paul.reneke@nist.gov, ddevans@nist.gov, david.stroup@nist.gov, 
dduthinh@nist.gov, ahamins@nist.gov, george.mulholland@nist.gov, 
ncf@nist.gov, therese.mcallister@nist.gov, 
Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 


All, 


Just a reminder that copies of documents responsive to the FOIA request (see message below) are 
due by COB June 19. Please contact me if you have any questions. 


Steve 


All, 


As you may recall, we received a FOIA request in April for all documents from September 11 
through April 17 (the date of the request) related to NIST's investigation of World Trade Center 7. 
We responded at that time with an estimate of costs to search and make copies of all documents 
covered by this request. We have now received a check from the requester and have twenty days in 
which to respond to the request. 


Please review your files (including e-mail) for documents related to World Trade Center 7 that are 
responsive to this request. As you review and collect information, please keep track of your time 
since I will need to report this information when I provide the documents for review. 


Please complete your review and send two copies of each document to my attention by COB June 
19. If you have any questions, please contact me. 


Regards, 


file://C:\DOCUME~1\pboyd\LOCALS~1\Temp\eud4.htm 6/18/2002 
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Steve 


Stephen A. Cauffman 

Research Engineer 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 

Building and Fire Research Laboratory, Structures Division 
100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8611 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8611 

Phone: 301-975-6051 

Fax: 301-869-6275 

E-mail: stephen.cauffman@nist.gov 


CONFIDENTIAL AND PRE-DECISIONAL COMMUNICATION 
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X-Sender: bisco@mailserver3.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 
Date: Tue, 11 Jun 2002 13:35:43 -0400 

To: Thomas Klausing <thomas.klausing@nist.gov> 
From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

Subject: Re: FOIA Request for 7 World Trade Center 
Cc: Phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 


Tom, Phyllis Boyd followed up this e-mail with the CD-244, FOIA Request and Action Record, with 
a due date of 6/19/02. Phyllis left it on Cindy Greathouse's desk. Any other questions, pls. let me 
know. Sharon. 


At 09:45 AM 6/11/2002 -0400, you wrote: 
Your message does not indicate when the 10 day search period began and when it ends. Can you let 
us know? 


Tom 


At 08:43 AM 6/5/2002 -0500, Sharon Bisco wrote: 
Steve and Tom, Back in April you indicated that your areas might have records about 7 WTC. The 
requestor has sent us the check for the search, review, and copying of any documents we may have 
related to this request. 


Phyllis Boyd has sent you the Action Copy with a copy of the incoming request and the letter 
transmitting the check. Please ask your respective areas to begin the search for documents. Once 
documents are found, they must be reviewed by you to see if they are releasable or must be 
withheld because of one or more of the FOIA exemptions. 


If you believe that a FOIA exemption applies, please indicate which exemption and for what reason 
(s). All material being withheld must be reviewed by me as the FOIA Officer and by the Legal 
Counsel. 

If you would like to have a meeting to discuss, let me know and we will set one up. However, you 
should begin searching immediately. We have 20 work days to respond to a FOJA request. I have 
set up this request so that we have 10 days to search and then 10 days for review and clearance. 


I am out of the office today, but will be in tomorrow. I do check my e-mail and phone mail (x4054) 
while away from the office, so please feel free to contact me that way today. 


Thanks for all your help on this request. Sharon. 


Regards, 


Tom Klausing 
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Thomas P. Klausing 
Budget Division 


Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 6/11/2002 
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National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Stop 3720 

100 Bureau Drive 

Gaithersburg, Maryland 20899 


klausing@nist, gov 


301-975-2669 (voice) 
301-948-5603 (fax) 


Printed for Phyllis.boyd@nist. gov 6/11/2002 
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xK-Sender: bisco@email.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 
Date: Wed, 05 Jun 2002 19:46:25 -0500 

To: "Stephen A. Cauffman" <cauffman@nist.gov> 
From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

Subject: Re: FOIA Request for 7 World Trade Center 
Ce: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 


Steve, If you identify possible documents by June 17, that will give you, BFRL, me and the Legal folks 
time to review and agree on which exemptions, if any, apply. If you need a few extra days that is fine, 
but you should ask the people you fan out the request to to have documents to you by June 17, if at all 
possible. Search for documents may continue while we are reviewing what has been produced by June 
17. Hope this isn't toooo confusing! Sharon. 


At 09:57 AM 06/05/2002 -0400, you wrote: 
Sharon, 


Thanks for your message. I spoke with Phyllis earlier and she mentioned a deadline of June 17. Is this 
for collection of documents? Or is that when I need to have documents to you for clearance following 
our review, noting any exemptions that might apply? I would like to get an e-mail out to the team 
today so that they can begin searching and would like to make sure I give them reasonable guidance on 
a deadline for getting documents back to me. 


Thanks, 
Steve 


At 08:43 AM 6/5/02 -0500, you wrote: 
Steve and Tom, Back in April you indicated that your areas might have records about 7 WTC. The 


requestor has sent us the check for the search, review, and copying of any documents we may have 
related to this request. 


Phyllis Boyd has sent you the Action Copy with a copy of the incoming request and the letter 
transmitting the check. Please ask your respective areas to begin the search for documents. Once 
documents are found, they must be reviewed by you to see if they are releasable or must be withheld 
because of one or more of the FOIA exemptions. 


If you believe that a FOIA exemption applies, please indicate which exemption and for what reason 


(s). All material being withheld must be reviewed by me as the FOIA Officer and by the Legal 
Counsel. 


If you would like to have a meeting to discuss, let me know and we will set one up. However, you 
should begin searching immediately. We have 20 work days to respond to a FOIA request. I have 
set up this request so that we have 10 days to search and then 10 days for review and clearance. 


I am out of the office today, but will be in tomorrow. I do check my e-mail and phone mail (x4054) 
while away from the office, so please feel free to contact me that way today. 


Thanks for all your help on this request. Sharon. 


Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 6/6/2002 
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Stephen A. Cauffman 

Research Engineer 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 

Building and Fire Research Laboratory, Structures Division 
100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8611 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8611 

Phone: 301-975-6051 

Fax: 301-869-6275 

E-mail: stephen.cauffman@nist.gov 


Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 
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Sharon Bisco, 07:41 PM 6/5/2202 -0500, Fwd: FOIA Request for 7 ‘§ Trade Center Page | ol | 


X-Sender: bisco@email.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 
Date: Wed, 05 Jun 2002 19:41:15 -0500 

To: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 

From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: FOIA Request for 7 World Trade Center 


Phyllis, Here is copy of e-mail. Please print for the fileon 7WTC. Thanks, Sharon. 


Date: Wed, 05 Jun 2002 08:43:27 -0500 

To: "Cauffman, Stephen A." <stephen.cauffman@nist.gov>, <cauffman@nist.gov>, "Klausing, 
Thomas P." <thomas.klausing@nist.gov>, <klausing@nist.gov> 

From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

Subject: FOIA Request for 7 World Trade Center 

Cc: "Rubin, Michael R." <michael.rubin@nist.gov>, <mrubin@nist.gov>, "Shyam-Sunder, Sivaraj" 
<sivaraj.shyam-sunder@nist.gov>, <sshyam-sunder@nist.gov> 


Steve and Tom, Back in April you indicated that your areas might have records about 7 WTC. The 
requestor has sent us the check for the search, review, and copying of any documents we may have 
related to this request. 


Phyllis Boyd has sent you the Action Copy with a copy of the incoming request and the letter 
transmitting the check. Please ask your respective areas to begin the search for documents. Once 
documents are found, they must be reviewed by you to see if they are releasable or must be withheld 
because of one or more of the FOIA exemptions. 


If you believe that a FOIA exemption applies, please indicate which exemption and for what reason 
(s). All material being withheld must be reviewed by me as the FOIA Officer and by the Legal 
Counsel. 

If you would like to have a meeting to discuss, let me know and we will set one up. However, you 
should begin searching immediately. We have 20 work days to respond to a FOIA request. I have set 


up this request so that we have 10 days to search and then 10 days for review and clearance. 


I am out of the office today, but will be in tomorrow. I do check my e-mail and phone mail (x4054) 
while away from the office, so please feel free to contact me that way today. 


Thanks for all your help on this request. Sharon. 


Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 6/6/2002 
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National Institute of Standards and Techno! 


May 21, 2002 


Ms. Lisa Johnson 

Paralegal 

Zelle, Hofmann, Voelbel, Mason & Gette, L.L.P. 
1201 Main Street 

Suite 3000 

Dallas, TX 75202 


Dear Ms. Johnson, 


This letter is in response to your April 17, 2002, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to 
the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) for: copies of all documents from 
September 11, 2001, to the present related to the NIST’s investigation of Seven World Trade 
Center--New York, New York 10048; and for copies of documents relied upon by the NIST in 
performing its investigation. Your FOIA request was received at NIST on April 22, 2002. 


le copy 


oc 


; For the purpose of the FOIA, you are in the “commercial category.” We estimate the cost of 
processing your FOIA request to be $1,430.39. Upon receipt of a check or money order payable 
to the “United States Treasury” in the amount of $1,430.39, the information will be provided to 
you. If the actual cost is less than our estimate, the overage will be refunded promptly. 
Likewise, if the estimate is less than the actual cost, you will be required to pay the difference. 


Please forward your check or money order to me at the following address: 


official f 


Sharon E. Bisco 

NIST Freedom of Information Act Officer 
Mail Stop 3220 

100 Bureau Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-3220 


Sincerely, 


Rel Pc a 
Origins! Bonet hy 


Shara: el gas 


Sharon E. Bisco CONTROL# 20th 62-SG@ | WRITER: 


SURNAME SURNAME 


Freedom of Information Act Officer 


Page 1 of 2 
- @ @ 


X-Sender: bisco@mailserver3.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 
Date: Mon, 20 May 2002 10:02:31 -0400 

To: "Lisa Johnson" <LJOHNSON@zelle.com> 

From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

Subject: Re: FOIA Request - World Trade Center 7 

Cc: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 


Lisa, I will send you a formal letter response, stating that the $1430.39 is an estimate and that if the 
search exceeds the "fee estimate," your firm will be responsible for the balance due and likewise, if the 
"actual search fees" are less than the fee estimate that the gov't will refund any difference to you. 
Sharon. 


At 11:59 AM 5/17/2002 -0500, you wrote: 
Sharon, 
I apologize for taking so long to get back with you. After reviewing the FEMA report we have 
decided to go ahead with our April 17, 2002 FOIA request. Should we send a check for the estimated 
amount of $1430.39 to you or wait for a formal letter/invoice? Thank you for your help. 
Lisa Johnson 
(214) 749 -4208 


>>> Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 05/03/02 02:25PM >>> 
Lisa, In follow-up of my telephone call today, here is the information I 
said I would send you. 


The FEMA Report is titled, "World Trade Center Building Performance 
Study: Data Collection, Preliminary Observations, and Recommendations" 
(FEMA 403/May2002). This report addressess all of the buildings studied by 
the Building Performance Assessment Team and includes a chapter devoted 
solely to Building 7 (Chapter 5). 


The full report is currently available in PDF format on the House Committee 
on Science web site: www.house.gov/science/hot/wtc/wtcreport.htm. 


Printed copies should be available directly from FEMA by calling their 
publication distribution center at 1-800-480-2520. 


The Fee Estimate for searching for, reviewing, and copying documents that 
NIST may have in response to your FOIA request dated April 17, 2002, is 
$1430.39. 

Please let me know if you want to pursue this request. If so, I will send 
you a formal letter requesting the Fee Estimate amount. 


The investigation that NIST will begin once funding has been appropriated 
will include WTC 7 as well as WTC Towers 1 and 2. The investigation is a 
24-month investigation. Assuming we receive funding in June 2002, the 
investigation would be completed in June 2004. 


Thanks, Sharon. 


file://C:\DOCUME~1\pboyd\LOCALS~1\Temp\eud4.htm 5/20/2002 


ZELLE, HOFMANN, VOELBEL, MASON & GETTE 


REGISTERED LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP 


BOSTON 1201 MAIN STREET Lisa Johnson 
DALLAS SUITE 3000 214-749-4208 
Los ANGELES DALLAS, TX 75202 ljohnson@zelle.com 
MINNEAPOLIS 214-742-3000 TELEPHONE 

SAN FRANCISCO 214-760-8994 FACSIMILE 

BEIJING* www.zelle.com 

SHANGHA!* 


*in asscciation with ZY & PARTNERS 


April 17, 2002 


Sharon Bisco, FOIA & Privacy Act Officer — / Yy. 4 


National Institute of Standards and Technology 
100 Bureau Drive, STOP 3220 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-3220 


Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 


Dear Ms. Bisco: 


We understand the National Institute of Standards and Technology (“NIST”) is conducting an 
investigation into the technical, casual factors that led to the collapse of Seven World Trade Center on 
September 11, 2001. Under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Sec.552, we request copies of all 
documents from September 11, 2001 to the present related to the NIST’s investigation of: 


Seven World Trade Center 
New York, New York 10048. 


We would also appreciate copies of all documents relied upon by the NIST in performing its 
investigation. We are willing to pay for the reasonable and necessary costs involved in producing this 
information. Please contact me if authorization for costs is required. 


Thank you for your consideration of this request. 


Very truly yours, 


ZELLE, HOFMANN, VOELBEL, MASON & GETTE, L.L.P. 


Aen Sobro 


Lisa Johnson 
Paralegal 
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ljohnson@zelle.com, 03:25 PM 5/3/2002 -0400, FOIA Request - World Trade Cente 


To: ljohnson@zelle.com 
From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 


Subject: FOIA Request - World Trade Center 7 
Cok 


Bec: 
Attached: 


Lisa, In follow-up of my telephone call today, here is the 
information I said I would send you. 


The FEMA Report is titled, "World Trade Center Building Performance 
Study: Data Collection, Preliminary Observations, and 
Recommendations" (FEMA 403/May2002). This report addressess all of 
the buildings studied by the Building Performance Assessment Team and 
includes a chapter devoted solely to Building 7 (Chapter 5). 


The full report is currently available in PDF format on the House 
Committee on Science web site: 


www. house .gov/science/hot/wtc/wtcreport .htm. 


Printed copies should be available directly from FEMA by calling 
their publication distribution center at 1-800-480-2520. 


The Fee Estimate for searching for, reviewing, and copying documents 
that NIST may have in response to your FOIA request dated April 17, 
2002, is $1430.39. 

Please let me know if you want to pursue this request. If so, I will 
send you a formal letter requesting the Fee Estimate amount. 


The investigation that NIST will begin once funding has been 
appropriated will include WTC 7 as well as WIC Towers 1 and 2. The 
investigation is a 24-month investigation. Assuming we receive 


funding in June 2002, the investigation would be completed in June 
2004. 


Thanks, Sharon. 


Printed for Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 
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X-Sender: cauffman@mailserver.nist.gov 
X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 4.3.2 
Date: Fri, 03 May 2002 13:35:33 -0400 

To: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

From: "Stephen A. Cauffman" <cauffman@nist.gov> 
Subject: FEMA Report Information 


Sharon, 


The FEMA Report is entitled, "World Trade Center Building Performance 
Study: Data Collection, Preliminary Observations, and 
Recommendations" (FEMA 403/May 2002). It addresses all of the 
buildings studied by the Building Performance Assessment Team and 
includes a chapter devoted solely to Building 7 (Chapter 5). The 
full report is currently available in PDF format on the House 
Committee on Science web site: 
www.house.gov/science/hot/wtc/wtcreport.htm. Printed copies should 
be available directly from FEMA by calling their publication 
distribution center at 1-800-480-2520. 


Steve 


Stephen A. Cauffman 

Research Engineer 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 

Building and Fire Research Laboratory, Structures Division 
100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8611 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8611 

Phone: 301-975-6051 

Fax: 301-869-6275 

E-mail: stephen.cauffman@nist.gov 


Printed for Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 5/3/2002 
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X-Sender: klausing@mailserver.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.1 
Date: Tue, 30 Apr 2002 13:38:28 -0400 

To: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 

From: Thomas Klausing <thomas.klausing@nist.gov> 
Subject: Re: FOIA-WTC Investigation 

Cc: Donna Kline <donna.kline@nist.gov> 


Phyllis, 


We would have some documents that reference WTC Building 7. 


Tom 


At 09:29 AM 4/30/2002 -0400, you wrote: 
Sharon asked that I send a reminder in reference to her April 23 e-mail to find out if you have any 
documents responsive to the WTC request we received for "copies of all documents from September 


11, 2001, to the present related to the NIST's investigation of: Seven World Trade Center, New York, 
New York 10048." 


Our original response date was c.o.b Friday, Apr. 26. Please let me know by noon today Apr. 30 as to 
whether or not you would have any responsive documents. 


Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 4/30/2002 
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X-Sender: obrian@mailserver.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 
Date: Tue, 30 Apr 2002 09:44:49 -0400 

To: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 

From: "Thomas O'Brian" <thomas.obrian@nist.gov> 
Subject: Re: FOIA-WTC Investigation 

Cc: thomas.obrian@nist.gov 


The Program Office has no responsive documents... 


At 09:29 AM 4/30/2002 -0400, you wrote: 
Sharon asked that I send a reminder in reference to her April 23 e-mail to find out if you have any 
documents responsive to the WTC request we received for "copies of all documents from September 


11, 2001, to the present related to the NIST's investigation of: Seven World Trade Center, New York, 
New York 10048." 


Our original response date was c.o.b Friday, Apr. 26. Please let me know by noon today Apr. 30 as to 
whether or not you would have any responsive documents. 


Best wishes, 
Tom O'Brian 
NIST Program Office voice: 301-975-2661 


100 Bureau Drive, Stop 1060 fax: 301-216-0529 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-1060 


Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 4/30/2002 
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X-Sender: hines@mailserver.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 

Date: Tue, 30 Apr 2002 09:41:13 -0400 

To: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 

From: Verna Hines <verna.hines@nist.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: FOIA - WTC Investigation 

Cc: sharon.bisco@nist.gov, Kandy Hauk <kandy.hauk@nist.gov> 


Please see the email below from Kandy Hauk of my office to Sharon Bisco dated Friday, April 26. 


Verna Hines 


To: michael.rubin@nist.gov, verna.hines@nist.gov, thomas.obrian@nist.gov, 
thomas.klausing@nist.gov, sharon.shaffer@nist.gov Subject: FOIA-WTC Investigation 

Sharon asked that I send a reminder in reference to her April 23 e-mail to find out if you have any 
documents responsive to the WTC request we received for "copies of all documents from September 11, 
2001, to the present related to the NIST's investigation of: Seven World Trade Center, New York, New 
York 10048." 

Our original response date was c.o.b Friday, Apr. 26. Please let me know by noon today Apr. 30 as to 
whether or not you would have any responsive documents. 


Date: Fri, 26 Apr 2002 15:27:31 -0400 

To: sharon.bisco@nist.gov 

From: Kandy Hauk <kandy.hauk@nist.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: FOIA - WTC Investigation 
Cc: Verna 


Hi Sharon. I checked through our files and we have no documents that specifically reference "Seven 
World Trade Center". All of our documents just mention "World Trade Center Buildings". Let me 


know if you need me to copy that material. Thanks and have a nice weekend. 
Kandy 


X-Sender: hines@mailserver.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 
Date: Tue, 23 Apr 2002 15:41:09 -0400 

To: Kandy Hauk <kandy.hauk@nist.gov> 

From: Verna Hines <verna.hines@nist.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: FOIA - WTC Investigation 


X-Sender: bisco@mailserver3.nist.gov (Unverified) 
X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 
Date: Tue, 23 Apr 2002 14:00:12 -0400 
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To: michael.rubin@nist.gov, verna.hines@nist.gov, 

"Palla, Jenilie C." <jenilie.palla@nist.gov>, <jpalla@nist.gov>, 

"O'Brian, Thomas R. Dr." <thomas.obrian@nist.gov>, <obrian@nist.gov>, 

"Klausing, Thomas P." <thomas.klausing@nist.gov>, <klausing@nist.gov>, 

Sharon Shaffer <sharon.shaffer@nist.gov> 
From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 
Subject: FOIA - WTC Investigation 
Cc: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 
All, We have rec'd our Ist FOIA request on the WTC investigation. Please let me know by 
c.o.b.Friday if you have any documents responsive to this request. The request is for "copies of all 
documents from September 11, 2001 to the present related to the NIST's investigation of: Seven 
World Trade Center, New York, New York 10048." 


Please note they are only asking for documents related to Seven World Trade Center, not the 
Towers. 


I am working directly with BFRL on this FOIA and documents they may have. 


Any questions, please let me know. Thanks, Sharon. 


Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 4/30/2002 


Sharon Bisco, 02:00 PM 4/23/2002 -0400, FOIA - WTC Investigation . . Page | of 1 


X-Sender: bisco@mailserver3.nist.gov (Unverified) 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 

Date: Tue, 23 Apr 2002 14:00:12 -0400 

To: michael.rubin@nist.gov, verna.hines@nist.gov, 
"Palla, Jenilie C." <jenilie.palla@nist.gov>, <jpalla@nist.gov>, 
"O'Brian, Thomas R. Dr." <thomas.obrian@nist.gov>, <obrian@nist.gov>, 
"Klausing, Thomas P." <thomas.klausing@nist.gov>, <klausing@nist.gov>, 
Sharon Shaffer <sharon.shaffer@nist.gov> 

From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

Subject: FOIA - WTC Investigation 

Cc: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 


All, We have rec'd our Ist FOIA request on the WTC investigation. Please let me know by c.o.b.Friday 
if you have any documents responsive to this request. The request is for "copies of all documents from 


September 11, 2001 to the present related to the NIST's investigation of: Seven World Trade Center, 
New York, New York 10048." 


Please note they are only asking for documents related to Seven World Trade Center, not the Towers. 
I am working directly with BFRL on this FOIA and documents they may have. 


Any questions, please let me know. Thanks, Sharon. 
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Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 4/23/2002 


Jenilie C. Palla, 02:42 PM 4/23 2 -0400, Re: FOIA - WTC Investigation Page | of 1 


X-Sender: palla@mailserver.nist.gov 
_X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 
Date: Tue, 23 Apr 2002 14:42:28 -0400 

To: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 
From: "Jenilie C. Palla" <palla@nist.gov> 
Subject: Re: FOIA - WTC Investigation 


Sharon, 


I don't have any documents on this subject. 


Thanks. Jenny 


At 02:00 PM 4/23/2002 -0400, you wrote: 
All, We have rec'd our 1st FOIA request on the WTC investigation. 
Please let me know by c.o.b.Friday if you have any documents 
responsive to this request. The request is for "copies of all 
documents from September 11, 2001 to the present related to the 


NIST's investigation of: Seven World Trade Center, New York, New 
York 10048." 


Please note they are only asking for documents related to Seven 
World Trade Center, not the Towers. 


I am working directly with BFRL on this FOIA and documents they may 
have. 


Any questions, please let me know. Thanks, Sharon. 


Jenilie C. Palla, Secretary 

Office of the Director 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-1000 

(301) 975-2300 (phone) 

(301) 869-8972 (fax) 

palla@nist.gov (e-mail) 


Printed for Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 4/23/2002 


In Page 1 of 1 


To: phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 
Subject: Fwd: FOIA Request 


Phyllis, Please print for the FOIA folder. Thanks, Sharon. 


X-Sender: cauffman@mailserver.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 4.3.2 

Date: Wed, 24 Apr 2002 09:45:22 -0400 

To: fahim.sadek@nist.gov, frank.gayle@nist.gov, jason.averill@nist. gov, 
richard.gann@nist.gov, john.gross@nist.gov, kathy.notarianni@nist.gov, 
james.lawson@nist.gov, richard.bukowski@nist.gov, hsl@nist.gov 

From: "Stephen A. Cauffman" <cauffman@nist.gov> 

Subject: FOIA Request 

Cc: Shyam Sunder <sunder@nist.gov>, 
William Grosshandler <wgrosshandler@nist.gov>, 
Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 


All, 


We have received our first FOIA request related to WTC. This request is specifically requesting 
documents from September 11, 2001 to present related to NIST's investigation of Seven World Trade 
Center. While NIST has not officially begun its investigation, some of you may have collected 
information related to WTC 7. For now, all I need is to know if you have any documents related to 
WTC 7 and an estimate of costs for collecting and copying this information in response to this request; 
please do not search or copy any material at this time. When estimating costs provide the number of 
persons at each level (i.e., SES, ZP, ZT, ZA, ZS), the number of hours at each level, and the total 
salary amount. Please provide your estimate to me by noon tomorrow 4/25). 


Please contact me with any questions. 


Thanks, 


Steve 


Stephen A. Cauffman 

Research Engineer 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 

Building and Fire Research Laboratory, Structures Division 
100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8611 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8611 

Phone: 301-975-6051 

Fax: 301-869-6275 

E-mail: stephen.cauffman@nist.gov 


Printed for phyllis.boyd@nist.gov 4/24/2002 


ZELLE, HOFMANN, VOELBEL, MASON & GETTE 


REGISTERED LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIP 


BOSTON 1201 MAIN STREET Lisa Johnson 
DALLAS SUITE 3000 214-749-4208 
Los ANGELES DALLAS, TX 75202 \johnson@zelle.com 
MINNEAPOLIS 214-742-3000 TELEPHONE 

SAN FRANCISCO 214-760-8994 FACSIMILE 

BENING” www.zelle.com 

SHANGHAI* 


*In association with ZY & PARTNERS 


April 17, 2002 


Sharon Bisco, FOIA & Privacy Act Officer 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
100 Bureau Drive, STOP 3220 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-3220 


Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 


Dear Ms. Bisco: 


We understand the National Institute of Standards and Technology (“NIST”) is conducting an 
investigation into the technical, casual factors that led to the collapse of Seven World Trade Center on 
September 11, 2001. Under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Sec.552, we request copies of all 
documents from September 11, 2001 to the present related to the NIST’s investigation of: 


Seven World Trade Center 
New York, New York 10048. 


We would also appreciate copies of all documents relied upon by the NIST in performing its 
investigation. We are willing to pay for the reasonable and necessary costs involved in producing this 
information. Please contact me if authorization for costs is required. 


Thank you for your consideration of this request. 


Very truly yours, 


ZELLE, HOFMANN, VOELBEL, MASON & GETTE, L.L.P. 


Aue Sobvir 


Lisa Johnson 
Paralegal 
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Sharon Bisco, 10:55 AM 1/6/2003 -0500, Re: Fwd: Request for World Trade Center information 


X-Sieve: CMU Sieve 2.2 

X-Sender: bisco@mailserver3.nist.gov 

X-Mailer; QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 

Date: Mon, 06 Jan 2003 10:55:22 -0500 

To: "Stephen A. Cauffman" <cauffman@nist.gov> 

From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

Subject: Re: Fwd: Request for World Trade Center information 
Cc: stacy Rumpf <stacy.rumpf@nist.gov> 


Steve, Thanks. Sharon. 


At 10:20 AM 1/6/2003 -0500, you wrote: 
Sharon, 


The original request from Mr. Scheuerman was sent to Paul Reneke in Division 866. A copy of 
that message follows below. 


Steve 


From: 

Sent: Sunday, December 29, 2002 1:33 PM 
To: paul.reneke@nist.gov 

Subject: FIREDOC DATABASE 


Dear Mr. Reneke. 


I am working on ascertaining the collapse causes of the WTC Towers and am interested in any 


information relating to the collapse scenarios such as videos, photos, building data, construction 
data, design data, etc. 


Truly yours, 
Arthur Scheuerman 
FDNY Battalion Chief Ret. 


dees ypeeten pes ees ea 
scat: “a 


At 09:48 AM 1/6/03 -0500, you wrote: 


j Steve, If you received a written letter from this gentleman, could we please have it for the 
; FOIA file. Thanks, Sharon. © 


ere eens 


pil X-Sieve: CMU Sieve 2.2 


Uy on oo 
‘ : ‘ Date: Sat, 4 Jan 2003 14:31:45 EST 


Le * Subject: Request for World Trade Center information 
Pr} To: sharon.bisco@nist.gov 


Printed for "Stacy M. Rumpf" <stacy.rumpf@nist.gov> 
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Sharon Bisco, 10:55 AM 1/6/2003 -0500, Re: Fwd: Request for World Trade Center information 


X-Mailer: AOL 6.0 for Windows US sub 10581 


NIST 

Privacy Act Of ficer 

100 Bureau Drive Stop 3220 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-3220 


Dear Ms. Bisco: 


I, this day, sent you by mail a letter about obtaining information about the Trade Center Towers 
fire and collapse. I just learned about the form letter required under the Freedom of 
Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Sect. 552 and am sending this E-mail to comply. 


Inn my letter I requested any copies of Videos, CDs, pictures of the World Trade Center 
collapses and any building data such as sprinkler and standpipe plans or diagrams, building plans, 
or any information on fireproofing, firestopping, work orders for construction, etc. In short I 
need any information that will help me in arriving at the correct conclusions about the cause of 
the collapse and the life loss in order to arrive at corrective measures to prevent similar 


occurrences. If you have such information on tape or CDs or for download over the Internet it 
would be of great assistance. 


In order to determine my status for fee assessment, you should know that I ama retired Battalion 
Chief FDNY, with extensive experience in high-rise Firesafety and Education. and am helping to 
determine the cause of the collapse and any possible code changes to mitigate the possibility of a 
repeat occurrence of similar tragedies. I have been working on this problem for well over a year 
and have had some input into the work being done by NIST. Please see my communication from 
Jack Snell of the Building and Fire Research Lab included in my letter. 


I request a waver of al fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested information to me is in 
the public interest because it is likely to contribute to the public understanding of government 
regulations relating to building construction and fire safety and is not primarily in my commercial 
interest. For example a large measure of present noncompliance with building and fire codes is 
related to ignorance of the consequences of failure to comply. My reports will educate the public 
and commercial interests about the necessity for full compliance with regulations and indeed may 
lead to creation of more ef fective codes, building design, fire control systems, evacuation during 
emergencies and public education improvements. 


Thank you for your attention to this request. 


Sincerely, 
Arthur Scheuerman 


Printed for “Stacy M. Rumpf" <stacy.rumpf@nist.gov> 


Sharon Bisco, 10:55 AM 1/6/2003 -0500, Re: Fwd: Request for World Trade Center information 


Stephen A. Cauffman 
Research Engineer 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 

Building and Fire Research Laboratory, Structures Division 
100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8611 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8611 

Phone: 301-975-6051 

Fax: 301-869-6275 

E-mail: stephen.cauffman@nist.gov 


Printed for “Stacy M. Rumpf" <stacy.rumpf@nist.gov> 
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Sharon Bisco, 09:48 AM 1/6/2003 -0500, Fwd: Request for World Trade Center information 


X-Sieve: CMU Sieve 2.2 

X-Sender: bisco@mailserver3.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 

Date: Mon, 06 Jan 2003 09:48:10 -0500 

To: stacy Rumpf <stacy.rumpf@nist.gov> 

From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Request for World Trade Center information 


Please process. 


X-Sieve: CMU Sieve 2.2 
From: 
Date: Sat, 4 Jan 2003. 14:31:45 EST 


Subject: Request for World Trade Center information 
To: sharon.bisco@nist.gov 
X-Mailer: AOL 6.0 for Windows US sub 10581 


NIST 

Privacy Act Officer 

100 Bureau Drive Stop 3220 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-3220 


Dear Ms. Bisco: 


I, this day, sent you by mail a letter about obtaining information about the Trade Center Towers fire 


and collapse. I just learned about the form letter required under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 
U.S.C. Sect. 552 and am sending this E-mail to comply. 


Inn my letter I requested any copies of Videos, CDs, pictures of the World Trade Center collapses 
and any building data such as sprinkler and standpipe plans or diagrams, building plans, or any 
information on fireproofing, firestopping, work orders for construction, etc. In short I need any 
information that will help me in arriving at the correct conclusions about the cause of the collapse 
and the life loss in order to arrive at corrective measures to prevent similar occurrences. If you have 
such information on tape or CDs or for download over the Internet it would be of great assistance. 


In order to determine my status for fee assessment, you should know that I ama retired Battalion 
Chief FDNY, with extensive experience in high-rise Firesafety and Education. and am helping to 
determine the cause of the collapse and any possible code changes to mitigate the possibility of a 
repeat occurrence of similar tragedies. I have been working on this problem for well over a year and 
have had some input into the work being done by NIST. Please see my communication from Jack 
Snell of the Building and Fire Research Lab included in my letter. 


I request a waver of al fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the 
public interest because it is likely to contribute to the public understanding of government 
regulations relating to building construction and fire safety and is not primarily in my commercial 
interest. For example a large measure of present noncompliance with building and fire codes is 


Printed for “Stacy M. Rumpf" <stacy.rumpf@nist.gov> 
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Sharon Bisco, 09:48 AM 1/6/2003 -0500, Fwd: Request for World Trade Center information 


X-Sieve: CMU Sieve 2.2 

X-Sender: bisco@mailserver3.nist.gov 

X-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows Eudora Version 5.0 

Date: Mon, 06 Jan 2003 09:48:10 -0500 

To: stacy Rumpf <stacy.rumpf@nist.gov> 

From: Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Request for World Trade Center information 


Please process. 


X-Sieve: CMU Sieve 2.2 
From: 
Date: Sat, 4 Jan 2003. 14:31:45 EST 


Subject: Request for World Trade Center information 
To: sharon.bisco@nist.gov 


X-Mailer: AOL 6.0 for Windows US sub 10581 


NIST 

Privacy Act Officer 

100 Bureau Drive Stop 3220 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-3220 


Dear Ms. Bisco: 


I, this day, sent you by mail a letter about obtaining information about the Trade Center Towers fire 


and collapse. I just learned about the form letter required under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 
U.S.C. Sect. 552 and am sending this E-mail to comply. 


Inn my letter I requested any copies of Videos, CDs, pictures of the World Trade Center collapses 
and any building data such as sprinkler and standpipe plans or diagrams, building plans, or any 
information on fireproofing, firestopping, work orders for construction, etc. In short I need any 
information that will help me in arriving at the correct conclusions about the cause of the collapse 
and the life loss in order to arrive at corrective measures to prevent similar occurrences. If you have 
such information on tape or CDs or for download over the Internet it would be of great assistance. 


In order to determine my status for fee assessment, you should know that I ama retired Battalion 
Chief FDNY, with extensive experience in high-rise Firesafety and Education. and am helping to 
determine the cause of the collapse and any possible code changes to mitigate the possibility of a 
repeat occurrence of similar tragedies. I have been working on this problem for well over a year and 
have had some input into the work being done by NIST. Please see my communication from Jack 
Snell of the Building and Fire Research Lab included in my letter. 


I request a waver of al fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested information to me is in the 
public interest because it is likely to contribute to the public understanding of government 
regulations relating to building construction and fire safety and is not primarily in my commercial 
interest. For example a large measure of present noncompliance with building and fire codes is 


Printed for “Stacy M. Rumpf" <stacy.rumpf@nist.gov> 
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‘Sharon Bisco, 09:48 AM 1/6/2003 -0500, Fwd: Request for World Trade Center information 
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related to ignorance of the consequences of failure to comply. My reports will educate the public 
and commercial interests about the necessity for full compliance with regulations and indeed may 
lead to creation of more effective codes, building design, fire control systems, evacuation during 


/ emergencies and public education improvements. 
Thank you for your attention to this request. 


Sincerely, 
Arthur Scheuerman 


Printed for "Stacy M. Rumpf" <stacy.rumpf@nist.gov> 


Shvam Sunder, 08:10 AM [/7/2003 -O500, Fwd: RE: meee related to WE. Page | of 2 
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“¥-Sieve: CMU Sieve 2.2 

w-Sender: sunder@mailserver3.nist.ucayv . 
*%-Mailer: QUALCOMM Windows fudora Version 5.3 

Date: Tue, O7 Jan 2003 08:10:20 -0500 

To: cauffman@nist.gov, sharon.bisco@nist.gov 

I 


. 


From: Shyam Sunder <sunder@nist.gov> 


Subject: Fwd: RE: 03-080--FOIA request related to WIC investigation 


X-Sieve: CMU Sieve 2.2 
From: "Tertell, Paul" <Paul.Tertell@fema.gov> 


To: “Leshan, Eileen" <Eileen.Leshan@fema.gov>, 
"Gambel, John" 


<John.Gambel@fema.gov> 
Cc: “"Furtney, Gayle" <Gayle.Furtney@fema.gov>, © 
"Laatsch, Edward" 
<Edward.Laatsch@fema.gov>, : 
"Bric Letvin (E-mail)" <eletvin@g-and-o.com>, 
"'sunder@nist.gov'" <sunder@nist.gov> 
Subject: REr 03-080--FPOIA request related 
Date: Tue, 7 Jan 2003 08:04:17 -0500 
X-Mailer: Internet Mail Service (5.5.2656.59) 


to WTC investigation 


All of the material that FEMA gathered to 


produce the World Trade 
Center 


Report was officially turned over the the National 
Standards 


and Technology (NIST). NIST is conducting additional 
investigations. The 


contact at NIST is: 


Institute of 


Shyam Sunder 

Chief, Structures Division 

Building and Fire Research Laboratory 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
100 Bureau Drive, Stop 8610 

Building 226, Room B164 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8610 


(301) W/5-6713 


--Paul 


> =----- Original Message----- 

From: Leshan, Eileen 

Sent: Thursday, December 26, 2002 2:34 PM 
TO: Tertell, Paul; Gambel, John 

Be ok Furtney, Gayle 

Subject: 03-080 


Y WW YM 


Printed for Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 1/7/200 
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Importance: High 

Gentlemen, 
> 
> Attached in tif image format 1s a n@éw Freedom of Information Act 
request. 
> Also attached is a cost sheet. Mr. James Walke advised that either 
of you ‘ 


> might be able to respond to this request. Please prepare a 
response for , 


> concurrence by this office not later than Jan. 17th in order for us 
to 

> meet the statutory due date. 
will 

> take many hours we can send a 
to 

> looking for the documents. I 
you : 
might have. 


If the search for responsive records 
fee estimate to the requester prior 


am available to answer any questions 


<< File: forml3-2.tif >> << File: 03-080.tif >> 


Thank you, 


Eileen J. Leshan 

FOIA/PA Specialist 
Office of General Counsel 
(202) 646-4115 


VVVVVVVVV VY 


Chief, Materials and Construction Research Division 
Building and Fire Research Laboratory 

National Institute of Standards and Technology 

100 Bureau Drive Stop 8610 (Building 226, Room B 256) 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8610 

Tel.: 301-975-6061/6713 

Fax: 301-975-6122 


Printed for Sharon Bisco <sharon.bisco@nist.gov> 1/7/2003 


National Institute of Standards and Technolog, 
Sharon Bisco FOLIA & Privacy Act Officer 

100 Bureau Drive, STOP 3220 

Gaithersburg, MD 20899-3220 

Jan 3, 2003 


Dear Ms. Bisco: 


| am a Battalion Chief, FDNY, Ret. and Former High-Rise Safety Director in NYC and 
have been studying the Trade Center Disaster and writing papers for Fire Engineering, on 
the collapse causes and possible code changes to mitigate any further disasters. I have 
already sent NIST several reports which have been of.use, in your study of the disaster. 
(See enclosed copy of letter from Jack E. Snell, Director of Fire Research Laboratory). 


I am interested in obtaining any information which could be of interest in ascertaining the 
cause of the collapse, and the effects of the fire on building structures and life safety. 
Videos and photos of the collapses would be of great use and any building data which 
could be used to reconstruct the ‘as was’ physical structure and fire resistance, 
suppression and confinement attributes of the Towers. Are their any tapes or CDs 
available or and downloadable information other than what is already on your web-site. 


I am aware that such material is to be used only for informational purposes and is not to 
be reproduced, and I am ready to comply with any restrictions on its use. 


Thank you for your attention to this matter. 


Truly yours, 


Arthur Scheuerman 


cc. Stephen A. Cauffman 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERC 
é National Institute of Standards and Technolog, 
. Gaithersburg, Maryland 20699 


Mr. Arthur Scheuerman 


Dear Mr. Scheuerman, 


Thank you for your recent letter and your continued study of the collapse of the 
World Trade Center (WTC) Towers. The drafts of your paper previously submitted 
to the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) have been made 
available to NIST researchers investigating the collapse of the WTC Towers. 


NIST's investigation of the collapse of the World Trade Center Towers includes a 
thorough review of all available data on the buildings and analysis of plausible 
collapse scenarios. Analysis of the collapses of the WTC Towers with a high degree 
of confidence requires thorough documentation of the condition of the buildings, both 
before the aircraft impact and from the time of impact to collapse, and verification of 
the properties of the materials used in their construction. NIST is early in this 
process and will consider your inputs as it carries out the investigation. 

| appreciate your continued interest in NIST’s National Building and Fire Safety 
Investigation of the World Trade Center Disaster. We will post updates of our 
progress on the Investigation web site: http://wtc.nist.gov. 


Sincerely, 


[Lh /Ltf 


yack E. Snell, Director 
Building and Fire Research Laboratory 


NUS 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT oBoumerce 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 


Mr. Arthur Scheuerman 
Dear Mr. Scheuerman, 


This letter is in response to your January 6, 2003, Freedom of Information, Act (FOIA) request to 


the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NISF).in which you request any information — 


which could be of interest in ascertaining the cause of the collapse (of the World Trade Center), 
and the effects of the fire on building structures and life safety. Your request was received at the 
NIST FOIA Control Desk on January 6, 2003. 


Pursuant to the authorities granted by Public Law 107-231, the National Construction Safety 
Team Act, NIST is currently conducting an investigation into the technical causes of the collapse 
of the World Trade Center towers. 


While NIST has in its possession records which are responsive to your request, these records are 
currently exempt from disclosure under section (b)(3) of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. Section 552)(b)(3). 
Exemption (b)(3) permits an agency to withhold records in an agency’s possession which are 
“records that are specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than 552b), provided 
that such statute (A) requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to 
leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to 
particular types of matters to be withheld.” The statute underlying the (b)(3) exemption, the 
National Construction Safety Team Act, satisfies section (B), above, by specifying that any 
information submitted to or received by the National Institute of Standards and Technology or by 
a particular Construction Safety Team is exempt from disclosure until the final report required 
under the Act is issued by the Team (Public Law 107-231, Sec. 7(b)). Section 12 of the Act 


specifically extends coverage of this Act to “the activities of NIST in response to the attacks of 
September 11, 2001.” 


Should NIST receive requests for this information after the conclusion of the time period 
specified in Sec. 7(b), NIST will review those FOIA requests in accordance with the standard 
Department of Commerce procedures detailed in Title 15 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 4. 
NIST reserves its rights to claim any additional applicable FOIA exemptions whenever the (b)(3) 
exemption, upon which this denial is based, ceases to be in effect. 
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NIST maintains a website at http://witc.nist.gov which contains all the information relating to its 
investigation which NIST is making public at this time. The website is periodically updated. 


You have the right to appeal the determination that the records are not subject to disclosure. 


Such an appeal must be made in writing and filed within 30 calendar days of the date on this 
letter to: 


Assistant Counsel for Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Room 5870 

Washington, D.C. 20230 


Your appeal should include a copy of your original request, a copy of this determination, and a 
statement of the reason(s) you believe this determination to be in error and why these records 
should be made fully available to you. Both your letter and the envelope in which it is mailed 
should be prominently marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.” 


Sincerely, 
Original Sicned by 
Sharon E. Bisco 


Sharon E. Bisco 
Freedom of Information Act Officer 


